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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To easily select a picture and to improve 
efficiency for the selection by displaying a reduced 
picture while containing it in selection information. 

CONSTITUTION: Plural pictures Gq generated by being 
photographed at a photographing device U are alternately 
stored in two picture memories 3a and 3b one by one. 
When storing the third picture data in the picture 
memory 3a, the first picture data is already rearranged 
by a rearrangement part 4 and stored in a large capacity 
storage part 5. When an operator selects the picture 
Gq as a reading object by operating an input part 9 and 
moving a marker to a list displayed on a display screen 
8a, a pixel data constituting a reduced picture Gp related 
to the picture Gq is successively read out from the large 
capacity storage part 5 by a CPU 10 and transferred to a 
memory 7 for display and when the entire data is 
completely transferred, the reduced picture Gr is 
displayed at one part of the display screen 8a. When the 
picture is confirmed, a picture display mode is selected 
by operating the input part 9. 
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Jaoanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 4-253285/1992 
(Tokukaihei 4-253285) (Published on September 9. 1992) 

(A) Relevance to claims 

The following is a translation of passages related 
to claim 1, 2, 13 of the present invention. 

(B) Translation of the relevant passages. 

[0016] The CPU 10 is for, when a mode for a display of a 
list L is selected by the operator through the input 
section 9, producing a display of the list L on the 
display screen 8a based on an image Go stored in a large- 
capacity storage section as shown in Figure 5. The list 
L lists image numbers, names of patients, etc. As 
selecting an item (e.g., image number) in the list L for 
an image Go to be retrieved by moving the cursor marker 
M on the display screen 8a of the display section 8 onto 
the item through operation of the input section 9, the 
rearrangement section 4, under the control of the CPU 10, 
retrieves pixel data gl , g3 , g9, and gll for associated 
thumbnail images Gr of the selected image Go from the 
large -capacity storage section 5 based on the selected 
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image number, successively transfers them to part of the 
display memory 7, and displays the thumbnail images Gr on 
the display section 8 as shown in Figure 5 upon the 
completion of the transfer. In this manner, the CPU 10 
produces a display of image selection information 
consisted of the list L and the thumbnail images Gr. 
Further, the CPU 10 is for, when a mode for a display of 
images is selected by the operator through the input 
section 9, rewriting the content of the memory 7 by 
transferring the selected images Go to the display memory 
7 via the rearrangement section 4 as shown in Figure 6, 
to produce a display of the images Go on the display 
screen 8a of the display section 8 . 

[0026] According to the aspect of the invention as 
defined in claim 1, thumbnail images are displayed as 
part of selection information. This facilitates selection 
of images, and the resulting image display devices will 
have better efficiency in selecting images. 
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